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Grade 5 

For the first time in our district our fifth grade students have the golden opportunity to continue their study of the Chinese language 
and culture as part of the regular school day! Students are learning from the textbook, Kuai Le Han Yu, which includes such themes 
as You and Me, My Family, Food, and School Life. Our fifth graders can now read and write Chinese characters while creating original 
sentences about these topics and presenting them to their classmates. They have demonstrated their ability to write Chinese charac-
ters with scrolls and other projects that they have brought home to share with their families. On the cultural front, our grade five stu-
dents have been learning about the traditions of Chinese New Year. They have also watched Chinese movies to learn about the 
unique and rich ancient Chinese civilization.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Don’t forget, also for the first time in our district, our fifth grade students may choose Chinese, the most widely spoken first language 
in the world, as their language of study in sixth grade next year. Language selection forms are due back to the Guidance Office at 
POBMS and Mattlin MS by February 15, 2013. Students who have not been introduced to Chinese, Spanish or French in grade five 
yet will have the option to switch their choice upon completion of the CEU 5 class. 
 

 

Grades 9—12 

Beginning this fall, POB high school students now have the unique option to study Mandarin Chinese. While learning any foreign lan-
guage is a valuable asset, students who graduate from high school with any degree of fluency in Mandarin and some understanding 
of the country with the fastest growing economy and largest population will undoubtedly have an advantage in whatever career path 
they choose. After their first six months of study, students who are taking our Chinese 1 class can use the PinYin phonetic romaniza-
tion system, read and write characters from their text, type Chinese characters, and form sentences using Chinese grammar con-
structions. Students in Chinese 1 can also introduce themselves, use expressions about time and dates, describe a person or animal 
and talk about their school life in Mandarin. To gain an understanding of and appreciation for Chinese culture, students experimented 
with Chinese calligraphy and paper folding art forms. 

POB Mandarin Times 

For more information on the POBCSD Mandarin Chinese Program, please visit our website: 

http://www.pobschools.org/Page/627 



Classroom News—Grades 1-4  

Grade 1 
First graders began speaking Mandarin on the first day of class 
when they practiced saying Ni hao and introduced themselves to 
each other in Chinese. They learned some facts about China and the 
legend of Chang E, the woman who lives on the moon. The children 
in grade one participated in a variety of activities to learn Chinese 
words for numbers, family members and body parts. Our first grad-
ers can now proudly count to ten, say the names of their family 
members and nine parts of the body in Chinese. They also can also 
talk about the facts they learned during a common core unit of study 
about Giant Pandas. 

Grade 2 
Second grade students were busy building on their previously learned 
knowledge about Chinese language, culture and social studies with 
lessons designed to expand that knowledge. They learned how to 
make simple conversations with dialogue practices. They took a tour of 
China and marked some of China’s most famous places on the map of 
China. They also learned some traditions about the Moon Festival. Our 
second graders can now count to 31, talk about their family and name 
up to 15 body parts in Chinese! They can even use their knowledge of 
numbers to form the names of the months and complete a calendar 
with Chinese number characters! 

Grade 4 
Fourth graders also started the school year with activities to review and 
expand their introductory conversation skills. They are now able to in-
troduce themselves and conduct simple conversations in Chinese. The 
fourth grade students then worked on a self-guided tour activity to gain 
a more comprehensive understanding about the map of China. They 
can locate China’s cities and famous landmarks on a map of China.  
Grade four students also learned about Confucius, China's first 
teacher. We discussed his Golden Rule and the importance of loyalty, 
respect and benevolence in all of his teachings. To add another dimen-
sion to working with Chinese numbers, fourth graders were introduced 
to the ancient Chinese invention, the abacus.  At Thanksgiving time 
fourth graders completed a turkey project which included Chinese char-
acters for family members. Next, after learning the words for some 
popular gift items, students can now write simple sentences about what 
gifts they want to give to family and friends. 

Grade 3 
Third grade students began the school year by reviewing and ex-
panding upon vocabulary about greetings and the classroom. They 
can now say simple dialogues and name some classroom objects in 
Chinese. They studied the major cities and geographical features of 
the map of China and can make some comparisons between the 
United States and China.  During the week of the Moon Festival, we 
talked about the similarities between this holiday and Thanksgiving. 
Students then completed a thankful tree project that included the 
Chinese characters for all of their family members. 

Upon returning from our holiday break, we directed our focus to 
learning about China's most important holiday, Chinese New Year, 
which will begin on February 10th this year. Students in grades 1-4 
are all happily learning about Chinese New Year traditions and mak-
ing beautiful red and gold projects to decorate their schools for this 
major Chinese holiday. 


